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On  the  list  of  insects  every  child  should  know  —  every  rhild  and  every 
ton  —  is  the  poisonous  "black  widow  spider.    When  I  suggest  that 
everyme  should  "knew"  this  insect,  I  don't  mean  "be  friendly  with  it.     Far  from 

Bat  this  is  a  spider  you'll  do  well  to  know  about  and  recognize,  for  your 
own  protection.     It  is  the  most  poisonous  of  all  our  spiders.    And  last  year 
it  received  a  let  of  publicity  "because  it  had  a  boom  year.     It's  not  a  newcomer 
In  the  insect  world. —  it  has  always  "been  known  in  the  South.    But  last  summer 
Lt  Lncreased  in  numDers  and  traveled  to  parts  of  the  country  where  it  had  never 
been  bef  t°. 


Probably  the  mild  winter  of  1 333-3^  and  the  following  drought  of  I33U 
Tope,  responsible  for  the  "black  widow' s  prosperity  last  year.     These  insects 
thrive  in  a  warm  dry  climate  and  die  off  in  large  numbers  during  periods  of 
heavy  rain.    Last  summer  they  made  hay  while  the  sun  was  shining,   so  to  speak. 

moved  in  considerable  numbers  to  the  Northwest  States  —  even  into  the 
State  of  Washington  —  while  the  drought  was  on.  And  they  were  reported  as 
far  north  as  Massachusetts. 

The  black  widow  is  one  spider  that  dresses  in  character.     You  could 
Imagine  that  she  was  a  widow  with  murderous  intent  just  from  her  ominous  dead- 
sostume  with  the  telltale,  blood-red,  hourglass  mark  on  her  underside, 
female  of  this  species  is  both  larger  and  more  deadly  than  the  male. 
She  makes  short  work  of  her  husband  and  becomes  a  self-made  widow  very  early  in 
married  life.     She  doesn't  spend  long  considering  how  she  likes  his  looks  across 
the  breakfast  table — no,   she  decides  very  shortly  to  breakfast  on  him.  Those 
it  jaws  of  hers  which  work  sidewise  are  effective  instruments  of  death, 
^specially  because  at  the  tip     of  Pach  one  she  has  an  incurved,  needlelike  tooth 
aat  injects  a  poisonous  secretion  into  her  victim.     The  venomous  teeth  she  also 
ases  on  other  insects  end  on  animals  —  man  included,  sometimes. 

Wpiif  as  you  might  imagine,  this  spider  isn't  a  very  good  housekeeper  — 
^rtainly  not  an  expert  weaver.     She  has  a  lazy,   sluggish  disposition  and  takes 
0  interest  in  happy  family  life  and  an  attractive  house.     Her  web  is  loose, 
f    ^y  and  irregular  with  coarse  strands.     In  it  she  lays  her  eggs  —  three  to 
Ottr  hundred  at  a  time  in  a  dense,  whitish  ball  the  size  of  a  large  pea.  HheSP 
r^^Jaatrn  in  a  few  weeks  and  the  young  spiders  scatter  over  the  web.     Fut  ar.rty 
them  are  destined  to  suffer  their  father's  fate.     The  widow's  fatnl  appetite 
—  ludes  oven  her  own  children  and  she  soon  makes  a  hearty  meal  of  some  of  then. 
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Well,  so  ranch  for  the  private  life  of  the  "black  widow.    Now  a  few  facts 
about  her  for  your  own  protection.    First,  about  her  appearance,  so  you  can 
recognizs  her  at  cnce.     The  female  is  shiny  black  all  over  except  for  red  marks 
on  the  underside  —  usually  me  or  more  red  spots  about  the  spinnerets  near  the 
tip  of  the  abdomen  and  also  a  red  mark  shaped  like  an  hourglass.    Ycung  spiders 

adult  rnal^s  have  yellowish  markings  on  the  upper  side  of  the  abdomen. 
Mlgrown  females  may  be  half  an  inch  long  with  a  much  longer  reach  of  leg  and 
feet.    Males  are  smaller. 

The  widow  is  more  prevalent  in  the  South  than  in  the  North.     Rut  wherever 
she  settles  she  holds  her  "at  homes"  in  outsheds,  wood  piles,  manholes,  culverts 
and  out-toilets,  as  well  as  under  rocks,  in  hollow  logs,  and  in  the  burrows  of 
lis.    Fortunately  for  human  brings  she  seldom  enters  houses. 

The  entomologists  who  have  been  investigating  the  widow  suggest  a  few 
ways  to  reduce  the  black  spider  population  in  our  favorite  haunts.    Near  dwell- 
ings and  work  places,  they  advise  removing  materials  that  might  harbor  spiders  — 
materials  like  piles  of  wood,  brick,   tile,  old  boards  and  so  on.     Creosote  oil 
sprayed  in  woodsheds  or  garages  or  out-houses  where  the  spider  is  likely  to  set 
up  housekeeping  will  make  a  quick  end  of  her.     But,  of  course,  you  have  to  spray 

-   3il  with  care  since  it  destroys  vegetation,  damages  paint,  stains  clothes, 
and  irritates  the  human  skin.     If  you  are  working  in  a  locality  where  you  may  run 
Lnto  these  sneers,  better  protect  your  hands  with  leather  gloves.     The  heel  of 

■)ot  or  a  good  fly  swatter  are  also  means  of  crushing  the  spider  and  its  egg 
xasses. 

Ehe  scientists  say  that  considering  the  large  population  of  these  spiders, 
the  number  of  people  who  have  been  bitten  is  surprisingly  small.     But  thpy  also 
say  that  when  you  do  get  a  bite  it  is  serious.     The  bite  usually  causes  a  sting- 
ing sensation  end  a  tiny  red  spot  right  at  the  point  of  attack.     Soon  after  — 
-aybe  a  few  minutes  or  maybe  an  hour*.  —  a  sharp  pain  begins  near  the  bite, 
probably  seme  swelling  also,  end  this  pain  progresses  until  it  reached  the  chest 
Md  abdominal  region.     The  best  thing  to  do  if  you  are  bitten  is  to  call  a  phy- 
sician and,  until  he  arrives,  use  the  methods  com;. .only  used  in  the  case  of  a 
rattlesnake  bite.     Open  the  bite  at  the  point  of  puncture  to  allow  free  bleeding 
and  use  suction  to  draw  out  the  poison. 

Finally,  for  your  peace  of  rr.ind,  here  are  some  comforting  facts  about  this 
spider.    Luckily,  it  is  indolent  and  seldom  goes  out  of  its  way  to  bite.  Usually 
it  w«n't  bite  unless  annoyed  in  some  way;  the  scientists  often  had  difficulty 
persuading  it  to  bite  during  experiments.     Put  they  did  find  that  it  was  more 
inclined  to  bite  a  moving  object.     Though  its  bite  will  cause  pain  and  serious 
disturbances ,  few  cases  of  death  have  been  reported  as  a  direct  result.  Because 
it  is  sluggish,  you  can  clean  up  a  family  group,  if  you  recognize  the  species, 
just  by  crushing  the  spiders  and  their  eggs,  or  by  spraying  with  creosote  oil. 

Now,  if  you  want  further  facts  on  the  black  widow  or  if  you  would  like 
-nf ormation  on  house  spiders,  write  to  the  Denertment  of  Agriculture  at  Wnshing- 
D.  C.    There  is  no  charge  for  the  information. 
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